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those on Meteorology, by Sir J. F. W. Herschel; Medical
Statistics, by the late Dr. Bryson, revised by Dr. Aitken;
and Ethnology, by the late Dr. Prichard, revised by Mr.
E. B. Tylor,-are of special interest to medical men.

Granular Ophthalmia. By Assistant-Surgeon WELCH,
F.R.C.S., 22nd Regiment. -A reprint from the Army Me-
dical Reports upon a form of ophthalmia that is very pre-
valent in armies, although not by any means exclusively if
confined to soldiers, or even to human beings. It consists
in an affection of the small follicular structures present in
the tarsal conjunctiva, of the lower lid especially, manifested
in its initial stage by the appearance of numerous small
sago-grain or grey granulation bodies in that membrane.
Military ophthalmia, as it has been somewhat incorrectly
termed, has received a great deal of attention from Con-
tinental observers. Drs. Frank and Marston in this country,
and still more recently Dr. Leith Adams and Mr. Welch,
have all written papers on the subject at different times.
We know of no better test of the hygienic condition of a
body of men than the state of the palpebral conjunctiva.
Overcrowding and defective ventilation, especially in hot
climates, are very powerful agencies in the development of
those little morbid structures which ultimately lead to

chronic granular ophthalmia. The present, as well as a
former paper by Mr. Welch on the same subject, are well
worthy of attention.

Greenwich Hospital for a National Technical University. A
letter to the Right Hon. W. E. Gladstone, M.P., from the
Executive Committee of the Proposed National University
for Technical and Industrial Training. London : Simpkin,
Marshall, and Co. 1871.-This letter contains nothing that
relates to matters medical, but we are glad to give to it a
passing notice, because it indicates a worthy occupancy of
the Royal Hospital at Greenwich. The book is worth

reading because it shows concisely what a vast amount of
money, originally intended for educational purposes, is, at
the present time, lying fallow, or is grossly misappropriated.
The contents may be easily conned over in less than a couple
of hours, and the reader will discover that an enthusiastic
advocate of technical education may occasionally exhibit,
by the style and manner of his own composition, a want of
the sort of information that he is desirous of imparting to
others.

Value of Vaccination: being a Pr&eacute;cis or Digest of Evidence
taken viva. voce (1871) before a Committee of the House of Com-
mons on the Vaccination Act (1867). By T. BAKER, Esq., of
the Inner Temple, Barrister-at-Law, &c. London: Shaw
and Sons.-The author of this pamphlet is well known as a
pr&eacute;cis writer, and he deserves the hearty thanks of the pro-
fession and the public for the way in which he shortens
their labours. The ponderous Blue-book, as he remarks,
finds its way, as a rule, to the butter-shop-unpurchased,
unopened, and unread. For sixpence anyone may put him-
self in possession of the facts and opinions elicited from the
witnesses, stripped of all verbiage and circumlocution.

The Clinical Thermometer: its lessons and teachings tenta-
tively expressed in numbers. By Z. E. McELROY, M.D.,
Zanesville, 0. New York : William Baldwin and Co.-We
have read this little pamphlet-reprinted from the Medical
World of October last-with considerable interest. It is
well written, and deals with the subject from an original
point of view. 

-

Du Drainage-dans les Plaies par Armes de Guerre. Par
le Docteur F. C]ARISTOT, ex-Chirurgien en Chef de la 3e
Ambulance Lyonnaise, &c. Paris: J. B. Bailli&egrave;re et Fils.
London: Bailliere, Tindal, and Cox. 1871.-This brochure

gives good directions for using drainage tubes, and divides
the cases in which this method of treatment may be

adopted into wounds of soft parts and injuries in which
t

bones or joints are involved. Numerous cases are given of
both, but many of the latter died. The use of drainage
tubes does not seem to be very suitable for gunshot
fractures.

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES IN WORKHOUSES.

IT is quite necessary that the attention of Poor-law
medical officers should be drawn to the increasing use of
wine, beer, and spirits in workhouses, and to the remark-
able difference of opinion which seems to prevail as to
their necessity.
From a return published not long ago we find that the

cost of alcoholic beverages in the workhouses of the me-

tropolis was nearly .630,000 per annum, of which .820,167
was spent in beer, .63415 in wine, C3326 in brandy, and
.63326 in gin. There were at the date of the report 21,000
adult inmates in these workhouses, so that the cost of

alcoholic beverages amounted to no less than Xl 8s. per
head. A very brief examination will show the extraordinary
differences which prevail. Thus, whilst the 825 inmates
of the Whitechapel workhouse cost only .8503, the 336 in-
mates of Paddington cost .8678; and whilst the 968 inmates
of Shoreditch cost only .6738, the 768 in the City of London
cost .81033. The Bethnal-green 1121 inmates cost .8880,
whilst the 518 in Camberwell cost .6909. The medical
officer in Bermondsey apparently orders neither brandy,
gin, nor whisky, the bill for spirits being only .S208, whilst
the cost of brandy alone at Kennington was .6338 9s. We
have no wish to curb the discretionary power of medical
officers, but it is most desirable that some better under-

, standing should be come to on the subject. It might be as
well to remember that the medical officers of many work-

, houses in Ireland do not recommend stimulants at all, and
even in Edinburgh the annual consumption is not more than

- 5d. per head. In Glasgow milk is found to answer the
, 

purpose of a restorative better than alcoholic drinks, and
; the consumption of the latter has been reduced to 9d. per
head per annum.
The West Derby guardians have recently drawn attention

’ to the great anomalies which prevail, and the Liverpool
papers remark with truth that the medical profession acts
upon no fixed principle, some practitioners being in the

, habit of saturating their patients with intoxicants, and
, 

others giving none at all., 

The mode of remunerating pauper helpers by means of
extra beer is also open to very great objection. Week after

i week the workhouse medical officer is called upon to sign
beer lists for washerwomen, scrubbers, cooks, and helpers.
This is generally done at the dictation of the master, and

- certainly without any definite knowledge of what he is
about. The whole system is a sort of education in beer-

, drinking, calculated to make the workhouse very attractive,
for we do not believe that such luxuries are within the reach

: of the independent aged poor outside.
The Local Government Board might direct their attention

to the evil with great advantage and satisfaction to the
public, and the Poor-law Medical Officers’ Association might
render great service by bringing about a better under-
standing as to how far the use of alcoholic beverages its
really necessary.

Foreign Cleanings. 
SYPHILITIC AMBLYOPIA AND AMAUROSIS.

M. GALEZOWSKI has published in the Arch. Gin. de 3fe.
of Paris (first three months of 1871) an essay on this

subject, the deductions of which are as follows :-1. Syphilitic
retinitis and neuritis may exist without any alteration of
the choroid, and are mostly constituted by an apoplectic

! retinitis with exudation. 2. Syphilitic retinitis presents no
: pathognomonic symptoms by which it may be distinguished

I from other kinds of retinitis. 3. But when retinitis or
, optic neuritis is accompanied by iritis or choroiditis, with



820

or without flakes in the vitreous, the affection is, without
doubt, syphilitic. He has always found that no other affec-
tion, save glaucoma, can give rise simultaneously to apoplexy
of the retina and to iritis or choroiditis. 4. The derange-
ment of the chromatic faculty is ever present in these two
forms of ocular alterations, and especially in optic neuritis.
5. These complaints are best treated by large doses of
iodide of potassium and corrosive sublimate (one drachm
and a half of iodide of potassium, and from three-quarters
of a grain to one grain of the sublimate per diem). 6.

Syphilitic choroiditis is the most frequent form of syphilitic
amblyopia and amaurosis. The signs of this choroiditis
are very characteristic, and, as it were, pathognomonic of
syphilis. They are as follows :-a. Disturbance or loss of
vision, occurring in fits often at long intervals; b, a cloud in
the shape of a cobweb constantly floating before the eyes;
c, very frequent photoptics; d, photophobia; e, hemera-
lopia at an advanced stage of the complaint ; f, preservation
for a long time of central vision, with diminution of peri-
pheric field; g, cloudy papilla; 7t,, pigmentary retinitis at
a more advanced period of the complaint; i, atrophy of
the central vessels of the papilla with preservation of the
rosy tint depending on the trophic or cerebral vessels of
the optic nerve. 7. Pigmentary retinitis occurs very often
as a sequel to syphilitic choroiditis. 8. The syphilitic pig-
mentary stains occur along the vessels of the retina, but
they form, besides, circular masses in the shape of herpes
circinatus. 9. Pigmentary syphilitic retinitis, the result
of contamination, differs from congenital pigmentary reti-
nitis (especially that form hitherto attributed to the con-
sanguinity of the parents) only by the circular form of
the pigmentary stains. 10. Congenital pigmentary reti-
nitis is a hereditary syphilitic affection. 11. The latter

complaint should, at a tender age, be treated by mercury
or iodine. After a certain age the progress of the complaint
cannot be stopped ; it goes on increasing, and is followed
at a more or less advanced period by loss of vision. 12.
Children born of syphilitic parents should, at birth, be ex-
amined with the ophthalmoscope. If retinitis be found,
the means just mentioned should be used.

CHYLOUS URINE.

The Scalpel publishes a case of this kind in a lady born
in Brazils. She left her country at forty-four years of age,
and travelled over the greater part of Europe. About six
years ago, whilst at Florence, she noticed that her urine
was lactescent. As she was getting weak, she went to the
hills of Piedmont, where the urine became normal, after
having been white for eight months. In Paris and London I

(in which latter capital she was seen by a well-known sur-
geon) the abnormal urine reappeared at intervals. On the
fourth attack, in the space of fifteen months, she was seen
by Niemeyer and Eggel. By analysis they found two kinds
of albumen in the urine, and these physicians expressed
the opinion that the fatty matter was not derived from the
tissues of the body, but from a faulty digestion. This
affection, so common in the tropics, is caused by weak assi-
milation, which itself is the consequence of the high tem-
perature. The atrophy of the renal capillaries often coin-
cides with the chylous dyscrasia, the latter being sometimes
the consequence of the former. This lesion of the kidneys
facilitates the transudation of albumen and fat of the
blood into the urine. Chyluria and hsematuria are two
symptoms of the same complaint, which is well marked in
infancy, diminishes in the adult, and disappears sponta-
neously in old age.-Osservatore Gaz. delle Cliniche. 

’

ARTIFICIAL SULPHUREOUS WATERS.

M. Thommeret-Gelis states, in L’Union 3fe., Nov. 28th,
1871, that Bechamp has shown that sulphuret of sodium or
calcium does not exist undecomposed in natural sulphureous
waters, but that the aqueous fluid alters these compounds
simply by its mass. By appropriate tests the state of com-
bination of the sulphuretted hydrogen can be made out.
Starting from these data M. Gelis, proposes for the arti-
ficial manufacture of sulphur waters, the sulphuret of
sodium saturated with sulphuretted hydrogen. This salt
does not irritate the tissues, is colourless, and crystallises
in long deliquescent prisms, which contain 6 equivalents
of water, NaS, HS, 6 (HO). With it may be prepared
granules, syrups, and baths. Each granul may be taken
as a pill, or when dissolved in a tumbler of water makes a

glass of sulphur water. A bath prepared with this salt
does not irritate the skin.

THE BLUE STAINS OF TYPHOID FEVER.

It is well known that Trousseau, Griesinger, Grisolle,
and Monneret considered the appearance of these stains in
fever as a favourable sign. M. Guilhem, however, publishes
in the Gaz. Mid. Chir. de Toulouse, July, 1871, a case in
which these stains were observed, and which ended fatally.
It would be useful to collect cases of typhoid fever where
the stains were noticed, to determine their real value in
prognosis.

New Inventions.
BLACKBEE’S RESILIENT SKELETON SPECULUM.
THE engravings here shown present the open and closed

views of an entirely new form of speculum, of a most simple
and novel construction, and which may be said to possess
great advantages without mechanical complexity. Its
chief features are as follows: - 1. From its blades-
outline or skeleton shape -being composed of hard
German silver wire strongly plated with pure silver, it
offers the most extensive view possible of the entire cir-
cumference of the vagina and cervix uteri, permitting

the easy application of necessary remedies to their whole
surfaces. 2. Its resiliency is a great feature in its favour,
rendering it easy of introduction and safe in withdrawal,
readily adapted, self-adjusting and self-retentive, thus allow-
ing the free use of both hands of the operator. 3. Being
free at both extremities, this speculum, by slight manipu-
lation, may be contracted or expanded to suit special cases
and requirements. 4. As to durability (having no screws
or levers), it may be deemed practically indestructible, as
nothing but absolute violence could possibly injure it. 5. It
is extremely light for a metal instrument, and the cheapest
speculum yet offered to the medical profession. The ring,
useful at first, may, after a little acquaintance, be entirely
dispensed with.

This speculum may be obtained of Messrs. Maw, Son,
and Thompson, Aldersgate-street.


